ABC-C News, Volume 3, Issue 2                                                                                                                    March 2005

[image: image1.png]


[image: image3.png]Web Site - Windows Internet Explorer,

Go- el S [#])[x] [tve searen B
Fle Edt Vew Favortes Took Hep
& & [@reccwesie ] B B @ e - Godk -
ARMY BENEFITS CENTER-CIVILIAN =) ~
The ABC-C
Benefit Topics How Dol Access the ABC-C?
. You will need your Army Knowledge On-Line (AKO)
w userid and password to log into EBIS, Should you !-
o Eoms encounter difficulty because of an AKO related issue. &
* Health Insurance you may reach the AKO Helpdesk or contact them
o Life Insurance email at help@us.army.mil
« Refirement
© ISP Employee Benefits Information
« Uniformed Senices

WRATETRr Announcements

 ABC-Cwill have a new mailing address beginning May
5,2008: Army Benefits Center - Civilian, 303 Marshall
Avenue, Fort Riley, KS 66442-5004

o1

Nevisletters

o Lwantto retire!

o Help. [amanew
emplovee!

« Howdolmakea
depositiedeposit?

 ABCC Newslefter (Mar O
o Archived Newslefters

« How do change my

0 HR Professionals
benefician?
« Leave Without Pay « CPACHR Representative Information

(LWOP) « Death Reportin

‘Sustem (EBIS

1
IVRS Automated Telephone
Sustem

Useful Links

« Amy Knowledge Online
(K0

« CPOL Emplovee Portal
{Army Portal)

« Federal Emplovees
Dental and Vision
Insurance Program
(FEDVI

« FederalEmploees
Flexible Spending
Account (FSAFEDS)




[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.png]


02028


Cynthia Porter, Director, Army Benefits Center-Civilian
RetireEZ is coming!
The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) has initiated the rollout of their modernization of the Federal retirement systems.  This new system, called RetireEZ, will provide information on your projected retirement earnings, your health and life insurance, Thrift Savings Plan (TSP), and Social Security benefits.  It will allow you to get a good idea of what income you will receive as a retiree, as well as the cost at retirement of benefits such as life and health insurance.  Department of Defense agencies are currently scheduled to “go live” with RetireEZ in February 2009. 
There will be a lot more to come about this exciting new process.  As the information becomes available, we will definitely let you know.  STAY TUNED!
RetireEZ is a “What If?” tool that you can use for retirement planning purposes throughout your entire Federal career.  It is designed to give you the ability to plan ahead and make changes if needed to your TSP or other investments.  If you are FERS, it is important that you understand that there are several components to your retirement, and TSP is a very important part.  You can compare and track your benefits during your career, so when the day comes, you are prepared for retirement.
RetireEZ will provide real-time annuity estimates using your current salary and service information as well as your TSP contributions.  You will also be able to project salary increases and estimate your future TSP contributions.  Estimates can be computed with and without survivor benefits.

By using RetireEZ, you will be able to verify that you meet the eligibility requirements to continue your FEHB coverage for you and your family, as well as the requirements to take your FEGLI into retirement.
With RetireEZ, you can enter various retirement scenarios and assumptions to see how the different factors will affect your retirement income and benefits.  These assumptions include the date you plan to retire, salary increases, contributions to TSP and rates of return for TSP.  You can develop up to 12 different estimates and view and compare up to 3 estimates at the same time.
RetireEZ will allow you to start the retirement process yourself, without submitting the paper retirement package that is the current process. By submitting your retirement through RetireEZ, you will receive your full retirement annuity with your very first payment – no more interim payments.
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Did You Know..?
If you are an active employee, you can’t update your mailing address on the Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) website.  The only way to change your mailing address is through myPay, at https://mypay.dfas.mil/mypay.aspx.  Once you have logged into myPay, select “Correspondence Address” under the Pay Changes section.  When your address has updated at DFAS, the new address will be forwarded to TSP.
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Retiring Minds Want To Know

Are you on track to meet your retirement savings goal?  The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) developed the Federal Ballpark Estimate – a savings goal worksheet – available at http://www.opm.gov/benefits/ballpark/menu.asp.
You may use it to automatically calculate estimates of future Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS), CSRS Offset, or Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) retirement benefits and Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) account balances.  It can help you approximate how much you need to save to enjoy a comfortable retirement.                       

                                                                  
The Federal Ballpark Estimate can be used by CSRS, CSRS Offset or FERS employees who plan to retire under the voluntary age and service rules.  The current version doesn’t perform estimates for employees planning to retire under the Minimum Retirement Age (MRA) + 10 rules.  A future version will include those and other calculators.

Think of it as a planning tool to help you set your savings goals and track how well you’re doing.  It’s not the same as an estimate you get when you’re planning to retire, which gives you a picture of the money you’ll receive in retirement – the worksheet helps you plan how to get there!
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To reach the ABC-C:  https://www.abc.army.mil or 1-877-276-9287 (TDD: 1-877-276-9833)


303 Marshall Avenue, Fort Riley, KS  66442-5004
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New Look for Army Benefits Center – Civilian Website





The Army Benefits Center – Civilian launched its new website on May 5, 2008.  You will use the same web address, � HYPERLINK "https://www.abc.army.mil" ��https://www.abc.army.mil�, to access the website.  You will still be able to log into the Employee Benefits Information System (EBIS) from the new website – you can find the link in the section “How Do I Access the ABC-C?” 


  


Our website has been redesigned to allow you quick and easy access to information on new employees, retirement, paying civilian deposit/redeposit and military deposit, and other benefits. topics.





Send comments or suggestions to:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rile.NewsletterInq@conus.army.mil" ��rile.NewsletterInq@conus.army.mil�
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